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LACVS/Lancashire and South Cumbria Alliance
· The Volunteering for Health project linked to our Volunteering for Health and Community Hub is up and running
· Working across Lancashire on developing a process and foundation for NHS volunteers as well as a quality standard using BPRCVS well-established and accredited processes.
· Established a Volunteer Managers’ Forum for anyone who leads or manages volunteers – please contact lisa.ross@bprcvs.co.uk for more information.

BPRCVS working with Lancashire County Council:  Adult Social Care Transformation Fund
· We have employed 3 x Adult Social Care Social Connectors (1 for each area).    They work alongside our current Social Prescribing Team, taking referrals directly from LCC Adult Social Care Team.  Rossendale’s worker:  julie.haywood@bprcvs.co.uk 
· We have also employed a Social Connector who works with people with hoarding issues.  Annie Anderson helps to increase confidence and empower people to engage with specialist services as well as helping to set up peer to peer support groups:  annie.anderson@bprcvs.co.uk 
· We are also currently delivering a Telephone Befriending project.  We currently have four volunteers who call one of our clients each week for a chat.  We are recruiting more volunteers as this service is much in demand.  For more information contact christina.howarth@bprcvs.co.uk 

Social Prescribing, Eric Wright and UK Shared Prosperity Small Groups Funding Update
· Eric Wright Charitable Foundation Large Grants will open next week – please keep an eye on our website for the application form and guidance:  www.bprcvs.co.uk 
· ICB Social Prescribing Small Groups’ Funding will also open next week – please keep an eye on our website for the application form and guidance:  www.bprcvs.co.uk 
· For funding enquiries and support please contact: groupsupport@bprcvs.co.uk  
· We have a new member of the Group and Volunteer Support Team; Rebecca Nolan has joined us to support groups.  Rebecca’s specialism is training; however, she is more than happy to have a chat with you about your groups’ needs.  Rebecca is a Rossendalian so knows the area really well .

Ongoing Training and Workshops for Groups
We continue to deliver Monitoring and Evaluation Workshops for groups who have been successful in their applications for funding with us and those who would like a refresher.  The workshops are held online once a month.  Contact groupsupport@bprcvs.co.uk for more details or see our website for dates:  www.bprcvs.co.uk 
Coffee, Cake and Collaboration
These sessions are held monthly for volunteer involving groups and individual volunteers to get together for coffee and cake …. The collaboration happens by accident  The most recent session was held at Pendle Family Hub and was really well attended.  If you would like to get involved, offer a venue or just want to know more please contact thehub@bprcvs.co.uk 
Helping Hands Lottery
Don’t forget to register your group for the Helping Hands Lottery https://bprcvs.co.uk/index.html and/or sign up for a lottery ticket and help local good causes.
Cancer Awareness Champions
Cancer touches all of our lives at some point or other and in some way or other.  It has been evidenced that people will get checked out if someone they know talks to them about cancer and early detection is proving to be a life saver.  For more information on how to become a Cancer Awareness Champion contact thehub@bprcvs.co.uk 
Get Volunteering
CVS in Rossendale is proud to launch Get Volunteering, a brand‑new, dedicated volunteering website that makes it easier for organisations across our communities to promote volunteering opportunities and for local people to find roles that suit them.
Get Volunteering supports a wide range of volunteering opportunities, including roles within schools, charities, community groups, health organisations and voluntary sector services. It puts volunteering opportunities in our local communities at your fingertips and helps connect organisations with people who want to give something back.
A Valuable Tool for Schools and Other Local Organisations
Get Volunteering provides clear benefits for:
· Local organisations and groups, including schools, looking to recruit volunteers
· Local people who are interested in volunteering, developing skills and supporting their community
All volunteer involving organisations can use the platform to promote volunteering opportunities alongside other community roles, helping to attract volunteers who are specifically interested in what your organisation offers.
Easy for Volunteers to Find the Right Opportunity
By visiting https://bprcvs.getvolunteering.co.uk/, volunteers can:
· Search for opportunities near them using their postcode
· Use keywords to find the type of role they’re interested in
· Filter opportunities by interest or activity type, whether that’s supporting education, community work, wellbeing, events, or other causes
Each opportunity clearly sets out what’s involved, including:
· Whether a DBS check is required
· Any training or induction provided
· Time commitments and role responsibilities
This helps volunteers make informed choices and ensures organisations receive appropriate enquiries.
Simple and Efficient for Organisations to Manage
Schools, charities and other organisations are encouraged to register on Get Volunteering using the link above. Once registered, you can:
· Create and publish volunteering opportunities quickly
· Update, renew, pause or close roles as needs change
· Add as much detail as needed to help attract the right volunteers
The more information provided, the better informed the volunteer is when applying, which often leads to stronger matches and more successful placements.
Support and Communication Built In
Get Volunteering includes automated system emails to keep everyone informed throughout the process. CVS receives live notifications of new enquiries, allowing us to liaise quickly between volunteers and organisations.
The CVS Development Team remains available to provide advice and support to:
· Schools and organisations recruiting volunteers
· Local people interested in volunteering
To get started
Go to bprcvs.getvolunteering.co.uk and click on the red ‘register’ button in the top right corner. Then click on ‘organisation’ in the dropdown menu. Complete the registration form and you will be able to get started registering your school’s opportunities. 
📧 Email: thehub@bprcvs.co.uk should you have any questions.
 
Funding Plans
We are working hard to bring in funding to Rossendale and have several irons in the fire including a National Lottery project and a project involving social prescribing which will bring in funding for Rossendale groups.
Without funding our small groups could not operate and support our community in the fabulous way they do.  Without CVS funding would not be brought into Rossendale, groups would not be supported, volunteers would not have the opportunities for training, etc and various services would not be delivered.
Support your local CVS and become a member, sign up for our newsletter, sign up as a volunteer or sign up for the Helping Hands Lottery and help Rossendale groups to raise some funds.
If you or your organisation would like to know more about CVS and what we deliver, please contact tracey.noon@bprcvs.co.uk who is happy to present to your group/organisation about all of what CVS can provide.
Please do take a look at the CVS Work in Rossendale Report https://bprcvs.co.uk/bprcvs-news/bprcvs-rossendale-work-in-rossendale-progress-report-202526 you might be surprised at how much we do! Comments welcomed, please email tracey.noon@bprcvs.co.uk 
