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Forest of Bowland Community Nature Fund



Grant Guidance for the Forest of Bowland Community Nature Fund
Introduction
This new grant fund aims to support projects led by communities and focussing on nature. 
Nature is in crisis, so making more space for nature in our communities, villages and open spaces is one great way in which we can all help. In the Forest of Bowland the key elements of nature we need to protect, look after, and increase are woodlands, trees, hedgerows and scrub; grasslands rich in species; rivers, streams and wetlands; and our Champion Species which include curlew, globeflower, juniper, bilberry bumblebee and more.
Grant funds are also available to support projects which enable people to connect with nature, either by improving physical access or by providing opportunity for people to learn more, enjoy and benefit from being close to nature.
Applications for grants will be open from 29th June until 3rd August 2026.
You can read more about nature recovery in Bowland here: https://www.forestofbowland.com/nature-recovery 

To be eligible for funds, your project must:
1. Require funds in the region of £2500 to £5000, which need to be spent by 1st March 2027
2. Be located within, or demonstrate clear links to, the Forest of Bowland National Landscape (you can see our boundary on Google Maps)
3. Meet one or more of our priorities:
a. Improve the condition of nature 
b. Provide new spaces for nature and/or our Champion Species
c. Increase peoples understanding of nature
d. Provide opportunity for people to connect with nature to benefit their physical or mental health and wellbeing

e. Improve access to nature
4. Support one or more of our management plan outcomes (see page 4 below)
5. NOT be a profit making or commercial project
6. Demonstrate clear public benefit and have the backing of communities that you want to support

7. Seek to be sustainable by utilising locally sourced or re-purposed materials, seeds and plants; work with local contractors wherever possible; utilise traditional skills; provide good value for money; minimise greenhouse gas emissions

8. Secure some form of match funding as either cash or volunteer time
9. Have the permission of the landowner if taking place on land the applicant does not own
10. Have plans that are financially realistic and achievable in the time given
What we can't fund
· Staffed organisations – please come and talk to us about other ways we (and other funds) can support nature recovery projects
· Political and religious activity, although political and religious groups may apply for funding for community activities
· Research
· Projects or activities that run contrary to county council policies or are unlawful
· Community buildings, play areas or maintenance of buildings and grounds (apart from for nature)

FUNDING AND APPLICATION DETAILS
We strongly advise that you speak to us before you apply so that we can offer you any advice and guidance or put you in touch with others who may be able to support or fund your project idea. We cannot help you to work up an idea into a project plan or make the application for you. Please contact Cathy.hopley@lancashire.gov.uk 07891 537835 or Daniel.holden@lancashire.gov.uk 01200 448000
Your project must have access to a bank account, and if you are a formal group we will need to see a copy of your constitution or terms of reference.
We welcome applications from voluntary, faith-based or community groups and 'not-for-profit' organisations and businesses. 
Parish councils, schools and colleges and businesses may apply where the project can be accounted for separately from the main organisation activity and is of public benefit. 
By 'public benefit' we mean fully accessible to the public and freely available. 
By a 'project' we mean work or activity that will be in addition to the normal everyday work of the applicant organisation, which has specific aims and a schedule for completion.
We will not fund more than one project from the same organisation in a year. 
We can fund capital costs for projects and a small amount of revenue costs: 
· By 'capital' we mean equipment, materials, contractor costs
· 'Revenue' items include training, promotion, venue hire and transport costs
· We cannot pay for staff costs
You are required to provide some match funds to the project, either as cash (this may be another grant) or in volunteer time. Volunteer time is valued at £50/day for unskilled labour, £150/day for skilled labour and £250/day for professional input. You will be asked to record all volunteer time.
'Gifts in kind' might be equipment, materials or services offered to your project for free, but with a cash value that you can evidence.
If you are relying on other cash 'match funds' you will need to provide evidence that this is secured before your project can start spending our grant
Our grant is paid 100% upfront. You will need to provide us with a full list of receipts and expenditure at the end of the project and to return any unspent grant.
You will also be required to complete a simple report at the end of your project together with evidence of expenditure (receipts)and of match funds (including volunteer time), and any images and/or publicity material. As the application form states, we may want to share any images and information about your project publicly and with our funders, so please make sure all required permissions are in place.
Please note all projects need to be completed by 1st March 2027
Safeguarding
If you or members of your group will be working with unsupervised children or vulnerable adults as part of your project, you should ensure that you undertake a risk assessment and check that you have considered the implications for child protection and safety.
You will need to develop a child protection policy and undertake enhanced Disclosure and Baring Service (DBS) checks for any staff or volunteers working unsupervised with children or vulnerable adults. 
If you require any help in this area please contact us prior to sending in your application
Health and Safety
Please note that applicants receiving a grant from the Forest of Bowland Community Nature Fund must accept responsibility for the health and safety of their project, assessing risks to the public and participants, both during the project's development, delivery, and on its completion. Applicants should ensure that they have sufficient liability insurance to cover their project. Further, Lancashire County Council accepts no liability for the actions or omissions of any scheme to which it has provided funding under this Community Fund. 

GRANT PROCESSES
Applications for grants will be open from 29th June until 3rd August 2026.
Applications will be dealt with on a first come first served basis.
Submitted applications will normally be acknowledged within 5 working days, and we will assess and make a decision about your application within about two weeks after receiving it. Applicants may in some instances be asked to provide further information to allow a decision to be made. This may delay your application, so please contact us in advance of applying to check you have covered everything or you need some advice and guidance about your project.
Applicants will be informed as soon as possible about how much grant they have been offered. This will be followed up with a formal grant offer letter, which you will need to sign and return before starting the project. 

All grants will come with certain standard conditions. These will include: 
· The grant will only be used to support the project specified in the application from
· The offer of grant is accepted in writing within a certain period, and the project is completed and the grant claimed within a specified time 
· You will need to provide evidence that you have adequate insurance for your project and a safeguarding policy if required
· The grant is offered and paid to you as a percentage of total project costs, so ALL project costs must be evidenced to us in your final report, including any volunteer time 
· You must keep us informed of progress and any delays. You will be given an interim review date to clarify this, and at this point your grant may be reduced or withdrawn if we assess the project is unlikely to complete by the 1st March 2027
· The Forest of Bowland National Landscape must be acknowledged in a manner to be agreed in all associated publicity, annual accounts, publications etc. as appropriate
· You will be asked to record project activity such as numbers of people involved, length of hedge planted or number of nest boxes installed

If you have any further enquiries, please contact either Daniel.holden@lancashire.gov.uk or cathy.hopley@lancashire.gov.uk 07891 537835 or 01200 448000
Forest of Bowland National Landscape office
Kettledrum
Root Hill Estate Yard
Dunsop Bridge
Clitheroe BB7 3AY







Relevant Forest of Bowland Management Plan Outcomes (2026-31)

Nature Recovery
1. Woodlands, trees and hedgerows are in good ecological condition, supporting a diversity and abundance of key species. Tree and scrub cover is expanding to support nature and enhance the landscape (can this include orchards?)
2. Grasslands are species-rich, safeguarded and extended, and support wider biodiversity 
3. Rivers and watercourses are healthy and functioning naturally. New wetland habitats are created, and these and existing wetlands are well-managed: all supporting a greater abundance and diversity of key species   
4. Champion Species are increasing in range and abundance 

People
5. The provision of high-quality access infrastructure, facilities and information, means that the Forest of Bowland National Landscape is a welcoming place for everyone 
6. More people can enjoy, understand and celebrate the National Landscape's natural beauty and special qualities through the provision of high-quality information, events and activities which inspire them to engage with the area 
7. More people are learning about Bowland and its natural beauty, and practising the skills that help to conserve and enhance its characteristic features 
8. More people are enjoying the health and well-being benefits that come from a greater connection with Bowland’s nature, culture and landscape

Champion Species
· Eurasian curlew (Numenius arquata) 
· Hen harrier (Circus cyaneus) 
· Black grouse (Lyrurus tetrix) 
· Swift (Apus apus) 
· Pied flycatcher (Ficedula hypoleuca) 
· Juniper (Juniperus) 
· Globeflower (Trollius europaeus) and associated Chiastocheta flies 
· Hard-fern (Blechnum spicant) 
· Ballerina waxcap (Porpolomopsis calyptriformis) 
· Brown long-eared bat (Plecotus auratu) 
· Brown trout (Salmo trutta) 
· Yellow May dun (Heptagenia sulphurea) 
· Bilberry bumblebee (Bombus monticola) 
· Green hairstreak butterfly (Callophrys rubi)
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