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LACVS/Lancashire and South Cumbria Alliance
· The Volunteering for Health project linked to our Volunteering for Health and Community Hub is up and running
· Working across Lancashire on developing a process and foundation for NHS volunteers as well as a quality standard using BPRCVS well-established and accredited processes.
· Established a Volunteer Managers’ Forum for anyone who leads or manages volunteers – please contact lisa.ross@bprcvs.co.uk for more information.

BPRCVS working with Lancashire County Council:  Adult Social Care Transformation Fund
· We have employed 3 x Adult Social Care Social Connectors (1 for each area).    They work alongside our current Social Prescribing Team, taking referrals directly from LCC Adult Social Care Team.
· We have also employed a Social Connector who works with people with hoarding issues.  Annie Anderson helps to increase confidence and empower people to engage with specialist services as well as helping to set up peer to peer support groups.
· We are also currently delivering a Telephone Befriending project.  We currently have four volunteers who call one of our clients each week for a chat.  We are recruiting more volunteers as this service is much in demand.  For more information contact christina.howarth@bprcvs.co.uk 

Social Prescribing, Eric Wright and UK Shared Prosperity Small Groups Funding Update
· Eric Wright funding is now closed and we are looking to open the large Eric Wright Charitable Foundation funding soon – watch this space.
· ICB Funding will open in the summer
· For funding enquiries please contact: groupsupport@bprcvs.co.uk  
· We have a new member of the Group and Volunteer Support Team, Rebecca Nolan has joined us to support groups.  Rebecca’s specialism is training, however, she is more than happy to have a chat with you about your groups’ needs.  Rebecca is a Rossendalian so knows the area really well.

Ongoing Training and Workshops for Groups
We continue to deliver Monitoring and Evaluation Workshops for groups who have been successful in their applications for funding with us and those who would like a refresher.  The workshops are held online once a month.  Contact groupsupport@bprcvs.co.uk for more details.
Coffee, Cake and Collaboration
These sessions are held monthly for volunteer involving groups and individual volunteers to get together for coffee and cake …. The collaboration happens by accident  The most recent session was held at Whitewell Bottom Community Centre and was really well attended.  If you would like to get involved, offer a venue or just want to know more please contact thehub@bprcvs.co.uk 
Helping Hands Lottery
Don’t forget to register your group for the Helping Hands Lottery https://bprcvs.co.uk/index.html and/or sign up for a lottery ticket and help local good causes.
Cancer Awareness Champions
Cancer touches all of our lives at some point or other and in some way or other.  It has been evidenced that people will get checked out if someone they know talks to them about cancer and early detection is proving to be a life saver.  For more information on how to become a Cancer Awareness Champion contact lisa.ross@bprcvs.co.uk 
Funding Plans
We are working hard to bring in funding to Rossendale and have several irons in the fire including a huge National Lottery project and a project involving social prescribing which will bring in funding to Rossendale.
Without funding our small groups could not operate and support our community in the fabulous way they do.  Without CVS funding would not be brought into Rossendale, groups would not be supported, volunteers would not have the opportunities for training, etc and various services would not be delivered.
Support your local CVS and become a member, sign up for our newsletter, sign up as a volunteer or sign up for the Helping Hands Lottery and help Rossendale groups to raise some funds.
If you or your organisation would like to know more about CVS and what we deliver please contact tracey.noon@bprcvs.co.uk who is happy to present to your group/organisation about all of what CVS can provide.
Please do take a look at the CVS Work in Rossendale Report – you might be surprised at how much we do! Email tracey.noon@bprcvs.co.uk for a copy.
